The Sandtrap Cottage

Hello, and thank you for coming to “Harbor Country” and the quiet little town of Lakeside, Michigan.  This information is to help you with the planning of your vacation.

Cleaning supplies:  Broom, dustpan, mop, bucket, canister vacuum (upright available upon request) are provided.  A small ironing board and iron are provided, but a large board is also available upon request.  There are no washer/dryer facilities.  New Buffalo or Three Oaks have laundromats.

Bathroom: 3 rolls of Toilet paper, bar soap, toilet cleaner/brush, plunger are at your disposal.  I also will have a “Shower to Shower” spray in each bathroom.  Please spray down the walls of the showers after each use – it will be a most pleasant and sanitary way to help combat mold and mildew build-up that occurs in older cottages.

Linens: (if your option is to have us provide them) 1 Set of sheets per bed.   One bath, one hand, and one washcloth are available per person per week.  If you are staying longer than a week, you are responsible to launder items at your discretion. Some renters prefer to bring their own bed pillows – your choice!

Dining area:  Plates, drinking glasses, bowl, coffee cups, utensils and knives

Kitchen:  New electric stove, microwave, toaster, 10 cup coffee pot with one package of  filters, pans, lids, serving dishes, wine opener, measuring spoons/cups, kitchen towels, potholders, 7 trash bags, and 3 rolls of paper towels. There are large pots and bowls in case you are entertaining.   There are air-tight canisters that have flour, sugar, and a few teabags for your use.  There are assorted spices.  If you need “a dash” of something, feel free to ask us (we’re right next door) for that one missing ingredient.

Safety:  There is a smoke detector and first aid supplies are available.
Phone: There is NO phone in the cottage.

Outdoors:  The cottage has a deck with a picnic table and 10 chairs.  A large hammock is also available.   There is a charcoal grill with utensils for your cooking pleasure.  The beach access is about a block away.  Beach chairs and sand toys are available upon request.  If you choose to bring your own items, they may be stored at the base of the 134 stairs (Yes, 134) so you won’t have to lug the items back to the cottage each day.  Please remember that the neighbors appreciate a quiet and controlled group of beachgoers when traveling to and from the beach.

Trash:  Trash containers are provided. Please use garbage bags for all trash. (Provided) MONDAY is garbage pick-up.  Please have containers ready by 7:00 pm Sunday. 
Keys:  Entrance keys will be provided.  A key to the shed on the beach is also available.
Fireplace:  Is available.  There is a woodpile out back.   Please use the wood provided, as the state of Michigan is under watch for the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) and other “out of state” pests.  Use the fire screen AT ALL TIMES when using the fireplace.

Entertainment:  There is a closet full of puzzles and games.  Also, a packet of information about the area and its offerings will be provided. Full cable TV and a VCR are available.  We have some movies – just ask if you need some entertainment.

Pets:  If you opt to bring a pet, you must have 100% control of the animal.  Our neighbors to the south are “bark sensitive”, so please respect their privacy.  PLEASE BE SURE THAT YOUR PET HAS BEEN TREATED FOR FLEAS/TICKS.  You must discuss the type of pet you are bringing – size, etc.  (We had a St. Bernard once – much to our dismay – Whew!)

Your stay:  The cottage rental fees are determined by the number of people occupying the house. It can be rented on a daily/weekly/semi-monthly basis.  If no one has rented the cottage prior to your visit, we do not mind if you “check in” early.  Also, we are flexible with the check out time if there is no one coming into the facility that same day. (Please refer to the contract stipulations for your rental period.)   The official check in time is 3:00 P.M. MICHIGAN TIME (remember that we are one hour later than Chicago) and Check Out time is 11:00 A.M.   Example:  If you arrive on Sunday at 3:00 P.M., and leave Wednesday at 11:00 A.M., your stay time would be 3 days.  Saturday at 3:00 until the following Sunday at 11:00 would be a total of 8 days.  Please read over the “Housekeeping Rules” stated in the contract.  If everyone does his/her part, the rental process will be a breeze for all involved.

Finally:  There are numerous brochures for you to peruse.  There are many exciting things to do in Harbor Country, and we hope that you will take advantage of the area’s diversified activities.  We are looking forward to accommodating you and your family this summer.  Please do not hesitate to call (or e-mail) if you have any additional questions. 

Jan and Frank Tomecek

P.O. Box 88
Lakeside, MI 49116
Home: (269) 469-4859

Cell: 708-917-6819

jtomecek@comcast.net
